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Hello there! I hope you're having a good day, or evening or whatever time this finds
you. My name is Emily, and I'm one of the teachers here at the YWCA. | joined in
late 2023 and teach literature, reading, creative writing, and English conversation.
I'm originally from Australia, | grew up in a country town called Toowoomba. It's okay if you haven't heard of it. Suffice to say
that it's green and spacious and pretty. I've been living in Japan for almost ten years, having first arrived as an exchange student.
My undergraduate degree was in English literature, and | enjoy using that when | teach at the YWCA.

I'm involved in a variety of hobbies and community groups, especially after | freed myself from the albatross of postgrad study
in 2024 (my master’s was in applied linguistics and TESOL). My main interest would have to be theatre. I've been performing
with the Nagoya Players since 2019, and this has led me to experience innocence, trauma, humour and grief, to dance, to ex-
plore sexuality, to laugh and cry. The roles | acted in were pretty interesting too.

My other interests include dance, art, Brazilian jiu-jitsu and weight training. Then there’s poetry. Growing up, my mother and |
bonded over poems. My father and | bonded over cookies. | enjoy writing poems with rules, a set rhythm and a set rhyme. That's
not the vogue nowadays, but | like the challenge of playing to rules of your own invention. And that's very much like life. Spend
years making your own rules, protect them when you have to, change them when you have to. And try to know which is which.
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